THE  DEFENCE  OF  DEMOCRACY
met by argument.   And Hitler and Mussolini are
essentially gunmen on the international scale.
That they are worshipped is nothing new. Millions
of movie-fans all over the United States worshipped
the various Public Enemies from Al Capone onwards.
Successful brutality always fascinates people who live
on the sensational level, and to whom a day without
a thrill is an empty day. And let us be under no
illusion. The number of such people is being increased
by thousands every day in Great Britain. The movies,
the radio, the cheap Press, the football pools, the racing
news, the dog-tracks incessantly create them. Thus
modern technique is the enemy of democracy, because
its insistent tendency is towards diminishing the scope
for individual and responsible choice, which is the train-
ing-ground of the responsible person, while its
increasing centralization of control offers unprece-
dented opportunities for the seizure of power. That
is to say, modern techniques confront democracy with
a problem of the utmost urgency, which democracy
is making strangely little effort to solve. Their
economic and psychological drift is definitely inimical
to democracy, as democracy is at present understood
and practised. If democracy as it exists to-day is
what democracy really is, then I believe its days are
numbered. It is a degenerate system that does not
create democratic citizens. Its members are increasingly
democratic citizens only in name, but in fact pre-
pared to be conditioned units in a totalitarian system,